
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Date: March 12, 2008 

 
To: Area Fire and EMS Chiefs 

 
Re: Regional Technical Rescue Recruitment & Training 

 
As many of you are already aware, since fall of 2003 fire and EMS departments throughout Southwestern Wisconsin have 
partnered together to enhance our local preparedness for technical rescue situations.  The resulting partnership has come to 
be known as the Southwest Wisconsin Regional Technical Rescue Team.  Working together through this regional initiative, 
we have been able to conduct basic training for local fire and EMS personnel, and procure and distribute some of the 
necessary equipment and resources to address technical rescue challenges that are most likely to happen in our region. 
 
It is our intention to expand this regional partnership to include additional departments and train new personnel in 2008.  To 
that end, we will be sponsoring two 40-hour entry-level rope rescue technician courses, held in conjunction with Southwest 
Wisconsin Technical College. The first will take place in Richland Center (April 4-5-6 and May 2-3-4) and the second will 
take place in Lancaster (April 18-19-20 and May 16-17-18).  The classes will run 4 hours on Friday Evening, and 8 Hours 

on Saturday and Sunday.  Since the courses are identical, if you have to miss a day at one location you can arrange to 
attend the same class at the other location.  This training will be offered at no charge to your department.  Personnel must 
have permission from their department chief to attend this training. 
 
Because this training is offered at no cost and training funding is limited, it is important to ensure that trainees intend to 
continue as an active participant in this regional partnership.  To aid in screening candidates, a group of peers from other 
participating departments will be interviewing applicants for this training.  The interviews will take place on Wednesday, 
March 26

th
, between 5PM and 9PM, at the Lancaster Fire Station, and Thursday, March 27

th
, between 5PM and 9PM, 

at the Richland Center Fire Station.  Personnel are asked to stop in between those hours for a 10-minute session, where 

they will have the opportunity to meet with current rescue technicians, to discuss the personal and time commitments that 
can be expected to stay current with training requirements.  Applications for training will be provided at that time.  
Prospective students must attend one of these sessions to apply for this training. 
 
Basic requirements for entry-level rescue technicians to be involved in this regional initiative include: 
 

 Must have the sponsorship and support of home department for all training activities and mutual-aid deployments.  
Local departments must be willing to share personnel and resources through mutual aid deployments.  
Departments must provide workers compensation and liability protection as they would for any other training or 
mutual aid activity. 

 

 Must actively participate in regular training offered through this regional initiative.  This includes a minimum 
attendance at 12 training sessions per year.  There are generally up to 22 training sessions offered per year.  Most 
take place on Saturdays.  Attendance at other available training can be used to offset missed training. 

 

 Must be willing to go on to complete at least two other advanced level training courses, beyond this rope rescue 
technician course.  These courses could include Confined Space Technician, Swiftwater Rescue Technician, 
Trench Rescue Technician, Structural Collapse Operations or Technician, Hazardous Materials Technician, or 
Search and Rescue Technician.  

 
I have enclosed some photographs of recent team training, and a copy of the 2008 training calendar for your review.  If you 
have questions regarding this recruitment, please feel free to call our office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Steve Braun, Director 
Grant County Emergency Management 

 

Grant County Emergency Management 
 

Steve Braun, Director 
 

steve@grantcountyem.com 

PO Box 506  Å  1000 North Adams Street  Å  Lancaster, WI  53813   Å  (608) 723-7171  Å  Fax: (608) 723-5159 

www.grantcountyem.com 



Southwest Wisconsin Regional Technical Rescue Team 

2008 Training Calendar 
2nd Edition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 
Saturday, Jan. 12:   MANDATORY MEETING : Morning: Annual Skills Evaluation; Respirator Fit Testing  

(Lancaster) 

Afternoon: Ice Rescue Practical and Winter Rehab Considerations 

 

February 
Saturday, Feb. 9:    Collapse Rescue Awareness/Equipment Basics (Brian, Brandon, Irv) (Fennimore) 

Saturday, Feb. 16:  Hazardous Materials Refresher/Decontamination Operations (Steve) (Lancaster) 

  

  

March  
Saturday, March 8: Trench Rescue Basic Concepts & Equipment (Awareness) (Larry Gates/Dan) (Prairie du Chien) 

Saturday, March 15: Triage & Multiple Victim EMS Operations & MCI Equipment (Carla & Steve) (Fennimore) 

  

To Be Announced: New Member Recruitment & Interviews (candidates must agree to complete April/May 40-hour 

rope rescue course to be considered) 

  

April  
Saturday, April 12:  Radiological Emergency Preparedness  (Lancaster) 

Saturday, April 19:  High Angle Rescue (Tower Exercises) (Lancaster) 

Saturday, April 26 SWTC Fire/EMS Expo (Fennimore) 

 

April 4,5,6   PART 1: 40 Hour Rope Rescue Technician Course ï Richland Center 

April 18,19,20   PART 1: 40 Hour Rope Rescue Technician Course -- Lancaster 
 

May 
Saturday, May 10:  Wilderness Search & Rescue practical/low angle ropes exercise (Prairie du Chien) 

Saturday, May 17: Swiftwater Basic Concepts (Lancaster) 

  

May 2,3,4  PART 2: 40 Hour Rope Rescue Technician Course ï Richland Center 

May 16, 17, 18  PART 2: 40 Hour Rope Rescue Technician Course ï Lancaster  

To Be Announced: Structural Collapse Operations (Volk Field) 

 

June 
Saturday, June 14 : MANDATORY MEETING:  Personal Gear Review (Boscobel) 

Saturday, June 21: EMS Rehab; EMS Considerations for Technical Rescue Response (Carla, Dan, Lori) (Lancaster) 

 

June 7-8-9-10   Swiftwater Technician Class ï White Bear 

June 21-22-23-24  Swiftwater Technician Class ï White Bear 

To Be Announced: Structural Collapse Operations (Volk Field) 

To Be Announced: Advanced Air Monitoring (local) 

 

July 
Saturday, July 12: High Angle Scenarios (Rockbridge) 

Saturday, July 19: Swiftwater ñHands Onò Training (To Be Announced ï Depends on Water Levels) 



 

July 25, 26, 27  Confined Space Technician PART 1 (Continued in August) 

To Be Announced: Structural Collapse Operations (Volk Field) 

 

August 
Saturday, August 9: Confined Space Rescue Scenarios (TBA) 

Saturday, August 16:  Mississippi River Lock & Dam Rescue Inservice (TBA) 

  

August 8, 9, 10:  Confined Space Technician PART 2 (continued from July) 

To Be Announced: Structural Collapse Operations (Volk Field)  

 

September 
Sat/Sun Sept. 13-14 2-Day Farm Rescue/Silo Rescue Training/Camping Event (Ellenboro) 

Saturday, Sept 20:   Incident Communications, Direction, & Control (Steve) (Boscobel) 

 

To Be Announced:  Structural Collapse Operations (Volk Field)  

To Be Announced  Trench Rescue Technician (local) 

  

October 
Saturday, Oct. 11:  Advanced Rope Rescue Concepts (Tom) 

Saturday, Oct. 18: Shoring Inservice (Irv, Brian, & Brandon) 

 

To Be Announced:  Structural Collapse Operations (Volk Field) 

 

November 
Saturday, Nov. 8:  Void Search & Rescue Concepts (Irv, Brian, & Brandon) 

Saturday, Nov. 15: Incident Safety Officer (Steve) 

  

To Be Announced:  Structural Collapse Operations (Volk Field) 

 

December 
Saturday, Dec. 13: Ice Rescue Classroom (MANDATORY  for those who have not yet completed) 




